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a Washington's birthday, February 22, 1908. It was to e reviewed on its arrival by the President. Admiral .dolph Marix, the chairman of the Lighthouse Board in ly Department, in the tender Maple took my wife and le, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Hockstader, my son-in-law nd daughter, and several officials of the Department ) Hampton Roads, and we steamed out to the tail of the torse Shoe some ten miles from Old Point Comfort. At le appointed time, eleven o'clock that day, Admiral perry in his flagship Connecticut passed in review before ie President, and following him came the twenty-four attleships consisting of the sixteen ships that went around ie Horn, and eight additional ones, most of which had een completed since the squadron had left the Atlantic n this voyage sixteen months before. These ships had teamed 42,000 miles without any hitch or any casualty, r any untoward circumstance.
When the President first decided that this trip should e made, all kinds of hostile criticism bristled in the press f the country. But the President, with his usual alert-ess, had several far-sighted purposes in view. He says i his "Autobiography": "At that time, as I happened D know neither the English nor the German authorities elieved it possible to take a fleet of great battleships round the world, I made up my mind that it was time 3 have a show-down in the matter; because if it was sally true that our fleet could not get from the Atlantic o the Pacific, it was much better to know it and be able o shape our policy in view of the knowledge."
The great show of naval strength on the part of the Jnited States that this voyage illustrated naturally had ts effect throughout the world. A strength that is not aenacing tends to allay menace. And in this instance he visit of the fleet to Japan was promptly interpretedy had grown, in the aort time since its organization, to a membership of over ve hundred. The various sessions were devoted to dis-ussions of international topics, and closed with a ban-uet presided over by Secretary Root, and addresses were lade by several speakers, including two former Secre-aries of State, namely, Richard Olney and John WAutobiography of Andrew Dickson White, vol. n, pp. 293-94.)him because he and Roosevelt were jaged almost the entire time in an animated conversa-Q, during which both remained standing. My impres-Q of the Prince was that he seemed tremendously im-
